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Dear AIA Leaders, 
 
I’m writing you about an important issue that I believe is threatening the integrity 
of our Profession, and our ability to produce more successful, Practicing 
Architects. 
 
For the past year and a half, Brightwood Architecture has been selling ARE 5.0 
study materials that are highly concerning.  
 
In their PcM, PjM and CE study guides, they are selling us the same exact 
chapters with 3 different covers at $80 a piece. The chapters match exactly, 
verbatim, word for word. However, the 3 different covers give the impression 
that there are 3 distinctly different books.  
 
Additionally, their new 5.0 content has NOT been changed at all from their old 
ARE 4.0 content and is blatantly not aligned to the new exams.   
 
This is the definition of unethical. 
 
As a leader whose sole mission is to help produce more Licensed Architects, it 
has been very upsetting for me to hear countless stories from hardworking ARE 
Candidates who have felt ripped off and that Brightwood knowingly mislead 
them, when the Candidates trusted them in good faith for help passing their 
exams. 
 
I realize that you may have not been aware of this issue until right now, and I 
want to give you an opportunity to become aware and take a next step that is in 
integrity with what the AIA stands for, and your true mission. 
 
After repeatedly trying to engage with Brightwood- to no avail- over the past 
year, trying to see if they would be willing to make it right, I’ve taken a next step 
to get the community involved.  
 



 
 
I’ve begun a petition asking Brightwood to stop ripping off ARE Candidates. 
 
The result? In only 4 days, I collected 500 signatures from ARE Candidates 
opposing what Brightwood is doing, many of them sharing their negative 
experiences. I invite you to review my petition at:  
 

YoungArchitect.com/BrightwoodWTF 
 
Now, I turn to you. I believe how we all move forward matters and that even 
silence can be an endorsement that Brightwood’s actions are acceptable. 
A few questions for you: 
 

Would the AIA knowingly promote a business, that is unethically marketing 
their products to ARE Candidates, or would this be terms to discontinue 
support of a business such as this? 

 
Would the AIA stop letting Brightwood Architecture donate money and 
sponsor events, or would the AIA require for this unethical marketing to 
stop in order to continue this kind of relationship? 

 
Would you support the next generation of licensed architects and future AIA 
leaders by doing the right thing? 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 

 

Michael Riscica AIA 
YoungArchitect.com  
 


